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to which William can lay claim, and which he is entitled
to wear, is the crown of the kings of Prussia.
That is why he has never been either crowned or
anointed, differing In this respect from Francis-Joseph,
Emperor Nicholas and Queen Victoria, all of whom have
experienced both ceremonies, which by the masses of
Europe, especially among the uneducated and ignorant,
are considered indispensable to endow the majesty of the
sovereign with a sacred character. The Hungarians did
not consider Francis-Joseph as entitled to their allegiance
and loyalty until he had been crowned at Pesth with the
crown of St. Stephen, and anointed with the sacred oil,
and there is no doubt that the Bohemians would be trans-
formed from the most turbulent, malcontent, and trouble-
some of his subjects into his most devoted lieges, were he
to comply with their demands, and have himself anointed
and crowned as King of Bohemia, with the crown of Saint
Wenceslaus.
Nor was Emperor Nicholas of Russia considered a full-
fledged Czar of Russia, nor his consort a czarina, until he
had been anointed and crowned at Moscow, nearly two
years after his accession to the throne. In fact, until the
time of his coronation, his mother, the dowager empress,
enjoyed precedence of his wife on all official occasions, on
the ground that she was the widow of a crowned czar, and
had herself been solemnly crowned as the consort of Alex-
ander III.,by her imperial husband, whereas her daughter-
in-law, the younger empress, had enjoyed no such advan-
tage up to that time.
Only those who know William well can realize how
deeply he feels this difference which exists between him-
self and the rulers of more ancient dynasties, or how glad
he would be to find some means of being crowned and

